Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.020; wR factor = 0.053; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.8.
In the title complex, [Ag(C 7 H 10 N 2 O 2 S) 2 ]NO 3 , the Ag I cation is bicoordinated in an almost linear configuration by two Ndonor atoms of the thiazole rings of two distinct ethyl 2-amino-4-thiazoleacetate (EATA) ligands. The dihedral angle between the two thiazole rings is 49.9 . A weak AgÁ Á ÁO (2.729 Å ) interaction between the Ag cation and one of the O atoms from the nitrate anion is observed, and a pseudo-dimer is formed through a weak AgÁ Á ÁS (3.490 Å ) interaction between the Ag cation and the S atom of the thiazole ring of a symmetry-related molecule. In the crystal structure, there are intra-and intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. The occurrence of intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds results in the formation of two-dimensional sheets parallel to (010), which are further linked into a three-dimensional network through weak C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions.
Related literature
For related literature on the synthesis, see: Zhang et al. (2008) . For related crystal structures, see: Dong et al. (2005) ; Fun et al. (2008) ; Lee & Lee (2007) ; Liu et al. (2007) ; Zhang et al. (2008) . For related literature, see: Bolos et al. (1999) ; Chang et al. (1982) ; Garrison & Youngs (2005) ; Nomiya et al. (2000) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Ag(C 7 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 1; Ày; Àz þ 1; (ii) Àx þ 2; Ày; Àz þ 2; (iii) x þ 1; y; z; (iv) Àx þ 2; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 2.
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: APEX2; data reduction: APEX2; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 ( 
Comment
As a further extension of previous works on the synthesis of metal-organic complex containing pharmaceutical intermediates as ligands, here ethyl 2-amino-4-thiazoleacetate (EATA) is again applied as the ligand to obtain coordination complex with potential higher pharmacological activity (Bolos et al., 1999; Chang et al., 1982) . Silver cation is chosen as central ion because many silver complexes show excellent antimicrobial effect (Garrison et al., 2005; Nomiya et al., 2000) . Moreover, EATA has many conventional coordination atoms such N, O, S and many hydrogen atoms attached to N atoms, which may be in favor of the formation of diverse structures. In a recently similar research, we used cadmium chloride hydrate and 2-amino-4-thiazole acetic acid (ATAA) as starting materials to form a mononuclear compound, dichloridobis(2-amino-5-methyl-1,3-thiazole-κN)cadmium(II), due to the decarboxylization of ATAA under ethanol-water mixed-solvothermal reaction condition (Zhang et al., 2008) . To avoid potential instability of EATA under solvothermal condition, we carry out the reaction at low temperature as descried in experimental section and obtain an Ag-EATA complex as expected.
In the title complex, [Ag(C 7 H 10 N 2 O 2 S) 2 ]NO 3 , the Ag I cation is bicoordinated in an almost linear configuration by two N-donor atoms of thiazole rings of two distinct EATA ligand molecules ( Fig. 1 ). Similar structures have been reported (Dong et al., 2005; Fun et al., 2008; Lee & Lee, 2007; Liu et al., 2007) . The N-Ag-N angle and dihedral angle between the two thiazole rings are respectively 175.88 (6) and 49.9°, and the average Ag-N distance is 2.138 (2) Å. In addition, there is a weak Ag···O interaction between silver cation and one of oxygen atoms from a nitrate group (Ag···O = 2.729 Å), while a pseudo dimer is built up through weak Ag···S [3.490 Å (Lee & Lee, 2007) ] interaction between silver cation and one sulfur atom on a thiazole ring of a symmetry related molecule (Fig. 2) . Thus, the title compound might also be regarded as a four-coordinated Ag complex with a N2OS donor set. In the crystal structure, due to Ag···O, Ag···S weak interactions and intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonds between adjacent molecules containing nitrate anions (Table 1) , the molecules are extended to form two-dimensional layers ( Fig. 2 ) parallel to the (010) plane, which are further linked to a three dimensional network through weak C-H···O interactions (Table 1) .
Experimental
To 10 ml ethanol solution containing ethyl 2-amino-4-thiazoleacetate (EATA) (0.186 g, 1 mmol), AgNO 3 (0.170 g, 1 mmol) was added and the resulting mixture was stirred in the dark at room temperature for 4 h. After the filtrate had been allowed to stand overnight at a refrigerator temperature of 4 °C, the colourless block single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained. Yield: 45.3% (based on Ag).
Refinement
All H atoms attached to C or N atoms were placed in geometrically (C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å, N-H = 0.86 Å) and refined using a riding model, with U iso (H) = 1.2 or 1.5 U eq (C) and U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (N).
sup-2 Symmetry codes: (i) −x+1, −y, −z+1; (ii) −x+2, −y, −z+2; (iii) x+1, y, z; (iv) −x+2, −y+1, −z+2.
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